
 
2025 EMERGING EXECUTIVES FORUM 

April 9-10 • Durham 

Forum Sponsors 
PRESENTING SPONSOR 

 

 
 

                
 

GOLD SPONSORS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                
 

PROGRAM SPONSORS 
 

CIVIL & ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS 
ENBRIDGE ENERGY OF NORTH CAROLINA 

MECKLENBURG COUNTY OFFICE OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
NORTH CAROLINA BIOTECHNOLOGY CENTER 

NORTH CAROLINA PORTS 
NORTH CAROLINA’S SOUTHEAST 

SMITH ANDERSON 
SURRY COUNTY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 

TERRACON CONSULTANTS 
WITHERS RAVENEL 

 

BASE HOTEL:   Unscripted Durham Hotel 
    202 Corcoran Street – Durham, NC 27701 
 

RECEPTION:   Tobacco Road Sports Café 
    280 South Mangum Street, #100 – Durham, NC 27701 
 

FORUM:   PNC Triangle Club at Durham Bulls Athletic Park 
    409 Blackwell Street – Durham, NC 27701  
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Forum Agenda 
Wednesday, April 9 
 
Afternoon   ARRIVAL / HOTEL CHECK-IN 
 
2– 4:30 pm   OPTIONAL TOURS 
 

2 – 3 pm  MetLife Tour 
 
3:30 – 4:30 pm  Downtown Durham Tour 

 
5:30 – 7 pm   WELCOMING RECEPTION 
 
7 pm – Until   DINNER / DRINKS ON YOUR OWN 
 
Thursday, April 10 
 
8 – 8:50 am   CONFERENCE REGISTRATION / CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST 
 
8:50 am – 12:45 pm  GENERAL SESSION 
 

8:50 – 9 am  Welcoming Remarks 
ALBERT ALWANG 
Economic Development Director – Wake County Economic Development 
NCEDA Board of Directors / Emerging Executives Committee Chair 
 
ANNA WALKER 
Economic Development Manager – North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives 
Emerging Executives Committee Vice Chair 
 
GARY LANIER 
Director – Columbus County Economic Development 
NCEDA President 

 
9 – 9:10 am  Durham Welcome 

BRYAN FOX 
Vice President – Greater Durham Chamber of Commerce 
 
THE HONORABLE LEONARDO WILLIAMS 
Mayor – City of Durham 

 
9:10 – 9:30 am  Trade Show Dos and Don’ts 

KELLY DAWSON 
Director of Partnership and Events – EDPNC 
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9:30 – 10 am  Leadership Profile 
ALBERT ALWANG, interviewer 
 
ADRIENNE COLE 
President & CEO – Greater Raleigh Chamber of Commerce 

 
10 – 10:40 am  Career Advancement Panel 

KEEVON BATEN, moderator 
Director of Business Recruitment 
Economic Development Coalition for Asheville-Buncombe County 
 
JENN BOSSER, CEcD 
President & CEO – Iredell County Economic Development Corporation 
 
KATHRYN HOOVER 
President & CEO – The Nautical Group 
 
LAURA LEE 
Business & Market Development Manager – Omega Construction 
Past NCEDA Emerging Executives Chair 

 
10:40 – 11 am  Networking Break 

 
11 – 11:10 am  Legislative Update: Who is This? 

TREY CASH, NCCED 
Economic Development Director – Lenoir and Greene Counties 
NCEDA Board of Directors / NCEDA Legislative Committee Vice Chair 

 
11:10 – 11:50 am Perspectives from the Next Generation of EDO Directors 

ALYSSA BYRD, moderator 
Director of Marketing & Communications – Lee & Associates-Raleigh Durham 
Past NCEDA Emerging Executives Chair 
 
CHARLA DUNCAN, NCCED 
Director of Economic and Community Development – Warren County 
 
BLAKE MOYER, NCCED 
President – Surry County Economic Development Partnership 
Past NCEDA Emerging Executives Chair 
 
ELIZABETH UNDERWOOD, NCCED 
Director – Stanly County Economic Development 
Past NCEDA Emerging Executives Chair 

 
11:50 am – Noon Interactive Session Instructions and Roundtable Leader Introductions 

ANNA WALKER 
Economic Development Manager – North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives 
Emerging Executives Committee Vice Chair 
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Noon – 12:40 pm Spec Building Interactive Roundtables Session 
MOORE COUNTY SHELL BUILDING REPORT 
Natalie Hawkins – Moore County Economic Development Partnership 
 
MULTI-JURISDCTIONAL PARK DEVELOPMENT / WORKING WITH PRIVATE DEVELOPERS 
Donny Hicks, CEcD – Gaston County Economic Development Commission 
 
PRIVATE DEVELOPER PERSPECTIVE 
Julie Pruett, CEcD – Marlboro Development Company 
 
PUBLIC VS. PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT 
Jenn Bosser, CEcD – Iredell County Economic Development Corporation 
 
RURAL SPEC BUILDING DEVELOPMENT 
Chuck Heustess – Bladen County Economic Development 

 
12:40 – 12:45 pm Transition to Lunch 

ANNA WALKER 
Emerging Executives Committee Vice Chair 

 
12:45 – 2 pm   LUNCHEON 
 

12:45 – 1:15 pm  Luncheon / Networking 
 

1:15 –1:55 pm  Aligning Your Personal and Professional Brands 
ANGELA CONNOR 
President – Angela Connor Communications 
Founder and Editor-in-Chief – ASCENDING Magazine 

 
1:55 – 2 pm  Closing Remarks 

ALBERT ALWANG & ANNA WALKER 
Emerging Executives Committee Chair / Vice Chair 

 
2 pm    FORUM ADJOURNS 
 
2:15 – 3:30 pm   OPTIONAL TOURS 
 

2:15 – 3:30 pm  American Tobacco Campus Tour 
 

2:15 – 3:30 pm  Durham Bulls Athletic Park Tour 
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THANK YOU TO NCEDA’S ANNUAL SPONSORS! 

Cardinal Sponsors 
 
 
 
 

                
 

Long Leaf Pine Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 

                
 

Dogwood Sponsors 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                
 

Patron Sponsors 
AHA! ADVISORS 

BRAND ACCELERATION 
DMJPS & CO. 

ECU NC CERTIFIED 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY 

ENERGY UNITED 
LABELLA ASSOCIATES 

MARLBORO DEVELOPMENT TEAM 
MAYNARD NEXSEN 

MY FUTURE NC 
PENNONI 

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

SAMET CORPORATION 
TIMMONS GROUP 

VIRGINIA PORT AUTHORITY 
THE WOOTEN COMPANY 

                
 

Media Partner 
BUSINESS NORTH CAROLINA 

                
 

Annual Partners 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP OF NORTH CAROLINA 

NORTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

https://www.ncelectriccooperatives.com/in-the-community/#economic-development
https://www.duke-energy.com/Partner-With-Us/Economic-Development
https://www.smithlaw.com/
https://www.electricities.com/services/economic-development/
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